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An underground storage tank (UST) is defined by law as "any one or combination of tanks, including pipes
connected thereto, that is used for the storage of hazardous substances and that is substantially or totally
beneath the surface of the ground" (certain exceptions apply).

The purpose of the UST Program is to protect the public health and safety, and the environment from
releases of petroleum and other hazardous substances from USTs. There are four program elements:

e Leak Prevention
The Leak Prevention Program element includes requirements for tank installation, construction,
testing, leak detection, spill containment, and overfill protection. Certified Unified Program Agencies
(CUPAs) are the implementing agencies for the Leak Prevention program element. To find out which
Unified Program Agency is responsible for your facility, see the Unified Program Regulator Directory.

e Cleanup
Cleanup of leaking tanks often involves a soil and groundwater investigation and remediation, under
the direction of a regulatory agency. Responsible parties (RPs) who believe cleanup at their site is
complete and are denied case closure by the regulatory agency, may consider filing a closure
petition.

o Enforcement
The State Water Resources Control Board provides assistance to local agencies enforcing UST
requirements.

o Tank Tester Licensing
Tank integrity testing is required by law, must meet the requirements of the State Water Resourcﬁ
Control Board, and must be conducted by State licensed tank testers.

Proposed Closure of Underground Storage Tank Cases
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e Unified Program Newsletter

e Public Record Information as Required by The Federal Energy Policy Act of 2005
e The Federal Energy Policy Act of 2005

e Enhanced Leak Detection (ELD) Notification

e UST Program ICC Certification and Training Guidance

e EVR Multi-Agency Review Process

e Vacuum, Pressure, and Hydrostatic Monitoring Methods

e UST Cleanup Program Update, 6-18-13

e Electronic Submittal of Information (ESI)

e Leak Prevention

e Low-Threat UST Case Closure Policy

e California Environmental Reporting System (CERS)

In addition, Geotracker is an important mainstay of the program. Finally, the UST Cleanup Fund is an
independent but related State Water Resources Control Board program.

For UST vapor recovery information, visit the Air Resources Board Website.
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o Subscribe to our Underground Storage Tanks Program email lists ﬁ
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» Information on the Title 23 Biodiesel UST Regulations

e Report 6 and U.S. EPA TCR Performance Measures

e Information on the Title 23 Federal Reconciliation Regulations
e Well Destruction and Waste Removal Fact Sheet

e EPA Evaluation of California UST Leak Prevention Program

e CERS FAQ Links

e GW Impact - LUST/Site Cleanup Program Fact Sheet

From USEPA

e California Underground Storage Tank Leak Prevention: January - December 2019 Annual Report

e EPA UST/LUST Cooperative Agreement Review

e California Underground Storage Tank Leak Prevention: January - June 2019 Semiannual Report

e C(California Underground Storage Tank Leak Prevention: January - December 2018 Annual Report

e California Underground Storage Tank Leak Prevention: January - June 2018 Semiannual Report

e California Underground Storage Tank Leak Prevention: January - December 2017 Annual Report

e California Underground Storage Tank Leak Prevention: Semiannual Report, January - June 2017

e Semi-Annual Agency Status Report (July 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017)

e Corrosion of Metal Components in USTs Storing Diesel and Gasoline-Ethanol Blends

e California UST Program - CUPA/PA Data Study

e U.S. EPA to Empty Fuel from Abandoned Underground Tanks at Former Gas Station in Fresno,
April 2016

e Removal of Underground Storage Tanks in Fresno, CA (August 27, 2014)

e LTCP Checklist Validation and Case Transfer Project, Sullivan, January, 2014

o Cafe Camellia - Bellflower, CA - U.S. EPA Region 9 Success Story

e |-710 Corridor Site Assessments - U.S. EPA Region 9 Success Story

 Study on Leaking Underground Storage Tanks in California, Tetra Tech, EMI, 2012

(Page last updated 08/31/2020)

UST Resources
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State Water Resources Control Board

Leak Prevention
- LG Letters
- Tank Tester Licensing

Online GeoTracker
Publications
Regulatory Agencies
Statutes & Regulations

Training/Workshops
UST Program News
UST Program Staff

Water is a precious resource in California, and maintaining its quality is of utmost importance to safeguard
the health of the public and the environment.

Statewide Campaigns

A EPA Water Sense

@ Report an Environmental Concern
4 Save Our Water

A Flex Alert

& Register to Vote
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Quick Links ‘

© Board Agendas
O Fees

== Make a Payment

£ Grievance Procedure
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Working with the Board
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Opportunities for Public Participation
Employment

Frequently Asked Questions
Grants & Loans

Laws / Regulations

Plans / Policies
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Back to Top Conditions of Use ‘

Privacy Policy Accessibility
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